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Reading and Writing
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The MAILBOX ®  Magic ® 
® 

® ® 

Where: place
 Where does the story start?
 Where else do the story events happen?
 Where does the story end?

The setting tells 
where and when 

a story takes place.

When: time, day, season, historical period
 When does the story start?
 When does it end?
 How long does the story last?

©The Mailbox®
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Prewriting

The MAILBOX Magic®
® 

® ® 

Before you write, 
form a plan.

Draw a picture.

Make a list.

Share ideas.

Make a web.

Complete a story map.

my birthday
September 3
cake

balloons
presents
games

Characters

Problem

cake
presents

party

balloons

September 3

Setting

Solution

games

my 
birthday
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The MAILBOX Magic®
® 

® ® 

Explanatory 
writing

In no time, you’ll be ready to shoot  

with famous players. Game on! 

Choose a topic you know.

Write an interest ing opening.

Use key words when you explain how.

Write a strong closing.

 Hear a swish every time you shoot!

How to Shoot a Basketball

first then next

finallyafter that

How to make something How to do something How to get to someplace
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To show more than one, you don’t always add 
an s, es, or ies to the end of the noun.

The MAILBOX Magic®
® 

® ® 

For some nouns, you change the spelling. 

Other times, the spelling stays the same.

Irregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural NounsIrregular Plural Nouns

 deer  deer

 offspring  offspring

 sheep  sheep

 child  children

 die  dice

 foot  feet

 goose  geese

 man  men

 ox  oxen

 person  people

 tooth  teeth

 woman  women



The MAILBOX Magic®
® 

® ® 

                            
show a speaker’s exact words.

Martin said,  Hide 

and squeak.”

  What is a mouse’s favorite 

game?” Missy asked.

Quotation marks
“

“
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