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Welcome!
We will get started 
in a few minutes.

Get ready for our session. 
1. Join our Padlet. Scan the 

QR code or click the link in 
the chat.

2. Share what you know or 
wonder about blended 
learning. 

3. Post it on the Padlet or in 
the chat.

2

Spark Agency and Curiosity 
with Primary Sources and 

Social Studies Texts in 
Blended Learning Models
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Goals

• Ignite inquiry-based blended learning 
experiences with authentic primary sources 
and complex text.
• Empower students to be agents in 

meaningful learning experiences through 
blended learning models.
• Acquire strategies for using digital primary 

sources, rich text, and document-based 
questions.
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Curriculum 
Neutral Strategies 
and Blended 
Learning Models 
Demonstrated 
with Infobase 
Spark
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What Is It?

Why Do I Use It?

When Do I Use It?

Anticipatory Set

Instructional Strategy

7

Anticipatory Set!

• What do you know and 
wonder about blended 
learning?
• Feel free to include humorous 

thoughts and experiences. 
• Type it in the chat or post it 

on the Padlet with words, 
pictures, or a GIF.
• I will share a couple.
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Anticipatory Set
Student Task Ideas
• _____ makes me think of….
• Anticipation Guide
• Show What You Know
• Knowledge Rating Poll
• Find a Source
• Other Ideas?

9
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Infobase Spark 
Social Studies Digital Resources 

for Grades 9–12

• Infobase Spark, Social Studies Digital Resources, spark 
inquiry through authentic primary source documents, 
rich text, and accompanying visuals.

• Students engage in close reading and text analysis of 
the complex text.

• Then, students use their knowledge and text evidence 
to craft answers to cognitively-demanding text-
dependent and document-based questions.

Diverse Perspectives of U.S. History
Primary Sources in U.S. History
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The Purposes of Infobase Spark 
Social Studies Digital Resources

Through engagement with authentic 
primary sources and rich texts, students 
develop…
Ødeep and enduring historical understandings
Ødocument-analysis and evaluation skills
Øcritical thinking

Øcontent-area literacy
Ø knowledge of how perspectives change over 

time
Ø empathy with people in the past whose 

perspectives might be very different from 
those today
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1491–1844

Diverse Perspectives of 
U.S. History, Part One

1844–1945

Diverse Perspectives of 
U.S. History, Part Two

1945–2000s

Diverse Perspectives of 
U.S. History, Part Three

Titles in the Diverse Perspective Series

12
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Primary Sources in U.S. History, Part One: Early America, Tension, and Exploration (1491–1844)

Primary Sources in U.S. History, Part Two: Industrialization and Conflict (1844–1945)

Primary Sources in U.S. History, Part Three: Reshaping the US (1945–2000s)

Primary Sources in Civics, Part One: Origins and Organization of Government

Primary Sources in Civics, Part Two: Rights and Voices of Citizens

Primary Sources in Civics, Part Three: Affairs and Policy

Titles in the Primary Sources Series
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What Is a 
Primary Source? 

• A primary source is 
any documentation of 
an event from a 
person who actually 
participated in the 
event.
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What Is a Primary 
Source? 

• Maps
• Artifacts
• Photographs
• Videos
• Audio recordings
• Magazine articles
• Newspaper articles
• Political Cartoons
• Speeches

Share a primary source that you have in your 
learning environment.  

15
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OPTIC

Instructional Strategies

What Is It?

Why Do I Use It?

When Do I Use It?

16

Let’s Try OPTIC!
O—Overview

• Describe the main subject of the image.

P—Parts
• Analyze the parts of the visual. What elements or details seem 

important?

T—Title
• What might be a title or caption for this visual?

I—Interrelationships
• What connections and relationships can you make between the title of 

the text, subheadings, and parts of the visual?

C—Conclusion
• Draw a conclusion about the meaning of the visual as a whole. 

Summarize the message in one or two sentences.
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Instructional Framework for Teaching with 
Primary Source Documents and Rich Text

EXPLORE READ 
PURPOSEFULLY

THINK 
CRITICALLY

CONVEY 
THOUGHTFULLY

18
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behavioral 
engagement

emotional 
engagement

Students have control over one or more of:

pace

place

path

time
online 

and offline

Blended 
Learning

Through a combination of meaningful 
online & offline learning experiences 

Blended 
Learning

Adapted from the Christensen Institute, 
“Blended Learning”
https://www.christenseninstitute.org/blen
ded-learning/

19

Blended Learning Models
Brick-and-Mortar Online Learning

Blended Learning

Rotation 
Model

Flipped Classroom

Station Rotation

Individual Rotation

Lab Rotation

Flex Model

A La Carte 
model

Enriched 
Virtual Model

A d ap te d  fro m  th e  C h riste n se n  In stitu te , “B le n d e d  Le arn in g  
D e fin itio n s” h ttp s://w w w .ch riste n se n in stitu te .o rg /b le n d e d -
le arn in g -d e fin itio n s-an d -m o d e ls/

20

Rotation Models

• Students rotate between 
learning modalities, one 
of which is online 
learning.
• Other learning modalities 

may include small-group 
instruction, whole-group 
instruction, cooperative 
groups, and pair work.

A d ap te d  fro m  th e  C h riste n se n  In stitu te , “B le n d e d  Le arn in g  D e fin itio n s” 
h ttp s://w w w .ch riste n se n in stitu te .o rg /b le n d e d -le arn in g -d e fin itio n s-an d -m o d e ls/

21
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Flipped Classroom Model
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Students engage with the 
new content by activating 
prior knowledge, building, 
and frontloading 
vocabulary, and asking 
questions.  

Students ask 
questions, explore new 
concepts, and explain 
content. They engage 
with instruction, 
structured interaction 
strategies, and 
discussion.

Students apply, elaborate 
on and evaluate their 
learning by answering 
questions and completing 
extension tasks and 
projects.

A d ap te d  fro m  th e  C h riste n se n  In stitu te , “B le n d e d  Le arn in g  D e fin itio n s” 
h ttp s://w w w .ch riste n se n in stitu te .o rg /b le n d e d -le arn in g -d e fin itio n s-an d -m o d e ls/

22

Flipped Classroom with Infobase Spark 

Out-of-Class Social Studies 
Digital Resources Options
• Define the vocabulary.
• Preview the primary sources 

and engaging images.
• Read rich texts or primary 

source documents.
• Use the interactive tools to 

annotate the text.
• Elaborate, apply, and extend 

their learning with 
assignments generated 
from the provided
instructional strategies.

23

In-Class Digital Resources 
Options 
• Discuss primary sources 

and rich images.

• Answer the text-dependent 
questions.

• Engage in discussions and 
instructional strategies.

• Learn cooperatively.
• Engage with the provided 

instructional strategies.

Flipped Classroom with Infobase Spark 

24
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Annotating Text

Instructional Strategies

What Is It?

Why Do I Use It?

When Do I Use It?

25

Set a purpose for reading and create a system for 
highlighting and commenting.
• Activating prior knowledge

• Identifying text structure

• Monitoring comprehension

• Determining central ideas

• Visualizing the text

• Coding “aha’s,” new information, 
interesting ideas, things to learn 
more about, connections, questions, 
and confusing parts.

Purposes for Reading and Text Annotations

26

• Summarizing the text
• Paraphrasing ideas

• Synthesizing ideas from multiple 
sources

• Citing evidence and responding to 
TDQ’s and DBQ’s
• Analyzing the author’s claims and 

arguments
• Analyzing primary source images 

and graphics

Set a purpose for reading and create a system for 
highlighting and commenting.

Purposes for Reading and Text Annotations

27
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• Students change a heading or 
subheading to a question.
• They read the section of the 

text to answer the question.
• As they read, they highlight 

information needed to answer 
the question.
• They summarize the 

information to answer the 
question. 

Purpose: Monitoring Comprehension

Let’s Try Annotating the Text

28

Classroom Station-RotationStation-Rotation Model

A d ap te d  fro m  th e  C h riste n se n  In stitu te , “B le n d e d  Le arn in g  D e fin itio n s” 
h ttp s://w w w .ch riste n se n in stitu te .o rg /b le n d e d -le arn in g -d e fin itio n s-an d -m o d e ls/
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Rotation Models—GUIDE

Games

Understanding 
the Content or 

Text

Inquiry-Based 
Learning

Developing 
Academic 

Vocabulary

Expressing 
Ideas Small-

Group 
Lessons

Choose a Model:
ØOne Station Per Day
ØRotation Model with 

Teacher Lesson Station
ØRotation Model with 

Teacher Lesson Station 
Separate

ØMultiple Workstations with 
Student Choice

G U ID E m o d e l ad ap te d  fro m G u id ed  M ath  W o rksh o p  b y Lan e y S am m o n s an d  D o n n a B o u ch e r

30
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Effective Uses of 
Small-Group Lessons

Teaching New 
Concepts and 

Skills

Differentiating
for Students’ 

Needs

Providing
Feedback

Building
Academic 
Language

Developing 
Higher-Order 

Thinking Skills

31

Utilizing Infobase Spark Digital Resources 
in a Small-Group Lesson

Let’s Look 
Inside!

32

Individual Play List

Student ‘Playlist’ Tasks

Task Date

33
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Task Directions Date 
Completed

Academic 
Vocabulary 
Connections

Look up the definition for each word and find the word in the text.
Draw a picture or icon to represent each word. 
Look at the vocabulary words and find two that connect. Explain the 
relationship between the two words. 

Read the Text 
Closely

Read and annotate the text using the provided highlighting guide.

Student-Led 
Discussion

Choose at least two questions. Find a partner for each question. 
Discuss the question using the provided sentence frames. Write a 
summary of your discussion in your journal for each question.

Text-Dependent 
Questions

Write responses to the TDQ’s questions and submit them for feedback. 
For each question you get fully correct, you earn the opportunity to 
shoot a paper wade into the basket.

Infobase Spark Social Studies Playlist

34

Let’s Try It!
TDQ’s and Paper Wad Ball

1. Students answer the text-
dependent questions. 

2. For each question they get 
right, they earn one chance to 
shoot a paper wad into a 
wastepaper basket.

3. After students get feedback on 
their answers, they have a 
paper-wad ball game.

35

Mini-Learning Videos

Instructional Strategy

What Is It?

Why Do I Use It?

When Do I Use It?

36
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1. Students create drawings, 
slides, or other visual media to 
summarize what they learned.

2. Students can create their 
representations digitally or on 
paper. 

3. Students work in groups to 
show each representation on 
camera and narrate the 
drawings. 

4. You can draw your icons in your 
notes. Or you can create a 
“Padlet” for your icons.

5. Share your icons with a partner.

Mini-Learning Videos

37

DBQs Jigsaw

Instructional Strategy

What Is It?

Why Do I Use It?

When Do I Use It?

38

DBQs Jigsaw

1. All students read all the texts in a section.

2. Students are grouped homogeneously.

3. Each group is assigned a text from the 
section that aligns with their instructional 
reading level.

4. The groups take a deeper dive into their 
text. And students become experts on 
that piece of text.

5. Students are “jigsawed” to form 
heterogenous groups with one expert or 
representative for each piece of text.

6. Each group works together to answer the 
section DBQs. 

39
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Let’s Chat About It!
Choose One:

• What’s your favorite blended 
learning model?
• What’s a strategy that you took 

away from today? 
• What do you like about Infobase 

Spark Social Studies Digital 
Resources?
• Thoughts, feedback, or questions

40

Let’s 
Review 

Our 
Goals!

• Ignite inquiry-based blended learning 
experiences with authentic primary sources 
and complex text.
• Empower students to be agents in 

meaningful learning experiences through 
blended learning models.
• Acquire strategies for using digital primary 

sources, rich text, and document-based 
questions.
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Final Words of Wisdom

Open a window into the past, 
ignite students’ curiosity for 
social studies, and build 
enduring historical 
understandings with 
Infobase Spark Social 
Studies Digital Resources!

42
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Thank You!!
Contact Information:
• Karie Gladis
• 305-926-6412
• kgladis@infobase.com

For more information about the new 
Infobase Spark Digital Resources 
Primary Sources or Diverse 
Perspectives series:
• Email, SchoolOnline@Infobase.com
• Or call (800) 322-8755

43

mailto:kariegladis@yahoo.com

