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“Freeing yourself was one thing; claiming 

ownership of that freed self was another.”

                                            —Toni Morrison

“The most common way people give up  
 their power is by thinking they don't 
 have any.”
                                         —Alice Walker

“Men can starve from a lack of   
 self-realization as much as they   
 can from a lack of bread.”
                           - Richard Wright

“The need for change bulldozed a   
 road down the center of my mind”
                                 —Maya Angelou

“A thing is mighty big when time 
 and distance cannot shrink it.”
                  —Zora Neale Hurston

"For, while the tale of how we suffer, and how 
 we are delighted, and how we may triumph is 
 never new, it always must be heard. There isn't 
 any other tale to tell, it's the only light we've 
 got in all this darkness."
                          —James Baldwin  (“Sonny's Blues”)

“Have a belief in yourself that is   
 bigger than anyone's disbelief.”
                           —August Wilson

"When I discover who I am, I'll be free."
                —Ralph Ellison (                         )

“The 'why' of why we are here is an 
  intrigue for adolescents; the 'how' 
  is what must command the living.”
                          —Lorraine Hansberry

“Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams 
  die, life is a broken-winged bird that 
  cannot fly.” 
                                —Langston Hughes
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